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To the Right Worſhipful 


John Blakley , Eſquire, 
Mayor of Portſmouth : 
AND 


The' Juſtices of. Peace, ec. belong- 
ing to that Corporation, 


Gentlemen, 
H IS Mijeſty, in his Late Graciow Speech to his 


Parliament Ke gay to their Care the 

irs of the Ships, and of the Fortifioati- 
od et Laker 

you. at this time is « Member, and ſo cannot ſerve your 
Conntry in that Station). yet in this place where his Maje- 
fty has the moſt important Fortification in the. Three 
Kingdoms, -for the Security of his Royal Fleet, you ſo- 
exerciſe your Authority for ſuppreſſing and diſcouraging 
all forts of Immorality and Prophaneneſs, that the Fonn- 
dation of our Euture Defence and Preſervation, 7 
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.- The Dedication. . | 
laid at Portſmouth : 'Tis mnſt certain that the Des 


. banchery aud Frreligion which /a lately reigned within 


our Walls, mas more formidable ta deſtroy our Town ayd 
Navy than our Bullwarks to arfend them ; -But Tou 5 
Tour Zeal and Prudence, are ſetting bounds to the Inſults 
of Vice and Impiety, . 4ud the Prophane Rabſhekah 
mutt blaſpheme without the Walls, tſe Tou make him 
know, That the Magiſtrate is the Miniſter of God, an 
Avenger ro: Execute Wrath on hira-that dovle Exvl. 


v* 4a. <4 
= 


That I, Tour T/wmorthy Ficar, as far as my Minsſte- 


' rial Concerns. will permit: me, may jeimi with Tow in that 


great and good Work Tou have undertaken for Refor- 
mationof Manners, here 1 bumbly Dedicate 4 Sermor: 


for that purpoſe, at Tour Requeſt, which is the ſame thing 
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with me as a Command, 1 print it. TI knowwith whom 1 


heve to do, with Mew of Candoy 4 arity, as welt as 
of Zeal gd Courage ; and. therefore I preſume you will 
pardon the Faults you find in it , Which will infinitely 
oblige, 


aud Humble Servant, 


WILLIAM WARD. 
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Bret thren, Fog of You. do Err from the truth, 
and. one. el biz, 
Let him know- that be which eamuatiith the "Sin- 
ner from the Errour of his ways, ſhall ſave a 
_ STE hide a Multitude 


» 


Apoftle, int e wordsof the Text, writeth 
A0all the 7ew Converts, ver dil- 
perſed, and in them to all other 'Chriftians, 
e them to that Great and worn 
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In-proſecuting the Argument I have in. hand; to. 
ſtir up and excite all Chriſtians in their ſeveral Capa- 
cities and Stations, to 3 vs each others Sprritual ; 


vole, WA ſheyy :- 


_ Firf The Necelſ by of uſing our- Joins Ende. 


vours for the ſuppreſſing, of Vice dtrreſigion or any. 
thing that may be deſtructive to Chriſts Kingdom... 


_ 


Secondly, | 11h '? + what. Method$ are moſt - 
_ Rational, ſerve erve-to be purſued for. that 
en 


7 birdh, I ſhall ſhew what benefits : are moft likely 
and certain to accrue tothe Church and Nation, by 
the Conſcientious and Prudent diſcharge of this Duty 
by each Manin his Proper Station... 


Firſt, The Neceſſity of uſing our JoirEndeavours 


forthe Suppreſling Vice and Irreligion, or any thing | 
that may be deftruQive to Chrifts Kingdom. | 


Andhire © uill fhew our, Obligntions-thirets. . 


Firſt, From the Conſideration of our Baptifmal . 
Covenant... 

Secondly, On the accauut of that force and oppolitr- 
en Religion and Virtue meet with from the Afen- 
tors, and Maintainers of Viceand Prophaneneſs. | 


Fixft,. 1 ſkall ſheweur Obligations tocombine, to- 


gether for the ſuppreſſing « of Vice and. Pohang | 
Mm... 


. lad. "> —_— 


alerted 2. oe ee 


WS 
from-the Conſideration of our Baptifmal Cavenant :. 
Tho'individually..confidered, the Members of Chriſt _ 
are: many,. yet ina Myſtical Senſe being many, We are Rom. 1950 
but one Body-in Chriſt,..and every one Members one - 

of another, ' which ſignifies to us, that by Virtue of 

our Baptiſmal Covenant, we are linked all in one 
and-the ſame Intereſt to promote, as far in us, lyes the. 
Holineſs-and Spirituality of Chriſts Kingdom : That 
as all the Members of the Natural Body exert' their 
Powers, Aivity;and Vigour toreſiſt and ſubdue ſome 3 
Dangerous, /infidious, . and Irreconcileable Enemy , "4 
ſo, Chriſtians; being, Members one of another in the , - 

Myſtical:Bedy, the Church, are obligedby a Solemn | | 
Oath and Cavenafit by Mutual Councells, Aids, and- 
Combination; tobeat down the ſtrong holdsof Satan, 
to-ſet Foot to Foot, and keep-their order, and never * 
to look back tillthey have deſtroyed and defeated the 
Proteſled Enemy of Virtue and Piety. . 

So we find i the Apoſtle Pau/ equipping out his Ar- gphec.s. - 
my of-Chriſtians; Put on the whole Armour of God - : 
that ye may be able to ſtand againſt, the Wiles of the De- 4 
vil, - for -we wreſtle not (ſaith he) againſt. Fleſh and - 2 
Blood : But againſt Gre rs againſt, Powers; a= "3 
gainſt: Spiritugt Wickedneſſes in high Places ; Therefore | 
they had need of the Breaſt. Pl ate of Righteoufneſs, 
and the Shield of Faith, and the Helmet of Salvation, 
and. the Sword of the Spirit, and- Prayer , and not 
only theſe Formidable. Weapons .are recommended, - 
but-that, they ſtand, having .their loyns. girt about - 
wah truth, 2.,6 M = ederate, and joyntheir forces :: 

2@ Cauſe, that they may be able to + 
y Datts of the. Wicked ; Hence - 
”s: it«: 
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ſte to thre Eaft 
reprefent the brings of ders hr they wefe 


to gar War agairtſt by Avon ing oar. their hands 
in defatce of him. 


Men that have enter'd ifnito Eovntivth Chrift 


by Baptiſin, are frequently call'd by theApoftte, and 


" by the Greek Fatherg@»%Q6zeyr, or the Enlightned,-be- 
that-they profels that they are' Ehildren/of 


Dr. IX. Con 


ihe; and” of the day,- which , that what 
ever difficulties they Encounter, "they. ſhould have 
their Baptiſm in their Eye, and look pon them- 
'and con- 


felves as indifpenſably obliged to- 

__ found theWorks of Darkneſfs,to ſuppreſs theirGrowth, 
IND and eeftroy the firſt buddings. 

Nothing elſe but' the Evalideration: of this ane 

thing fniboklen and'invigoratedthefieft Chriſtians 

With an irrefiftabte Spirit, to-confront and baffle the 

Reigning Implietys of their times, They were Engag- 


.., ed by the moſt Sacred Tye, their Baptiſm; and. -there- 
* fore neither the, high Looks of the-Teond,” nor the 


 Scoffs of the Atheift nor the Craelt of their: Per- 
ſecutors, 'nor the: Inſolenice of the Rabble could "ſtem 
| their Reſolute Endeavours to reform the Workd. _ 
Ecclel, 5+ Ati thou makeſt 's "v0 7260 God 4fer ror” to 
415+ Fee. # ;. better it 'ts thou Ajt- "mos + vow, thin 


tho! 00; aud "mot pay; and ROWE Yowet 
rae ptiſm- to > be £ rn its 
hriſts *« 
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Chriſts' Kingdom, -and *t0 {5oyn - with. thy 'Brethren 
and Fellow Stthjecs to promote it*'s honour, accord- 

mg tothe. Fenour of the-Scripture, if thou doſt-not 
Really and EFe@ually keep thy-part of the-Cove- 
nant, tt is better*thou hadſt nevervowed , 7.e: never 
been a Chiſhan , If therefore we Patient}y and Tacit- 
ly confent to that overſpreading' Wickedneſs /morg 
deftructive than the PeRtilence which rageth at noon 
day) by hearing Gods Sacred Name Prophaned, * his 
ful of 


our vow, we: become unworthy of -our *Holy Pro- 


ſeflton, and: -we contribute as: much/to-their Wicked- 


nelsby holding our Tonguesas Sex/ contributed:tothe 


murther of ' St. Stephen by holding their *Cloaths 22, 


whilſt they Stoned him. 
If it beour 60, if we torbear to reprove ſuch, how 


much more their fm that commit 1t ? What * horrible 
thing is it to hearaChrifttan;and maChriſtianCountry 


too.and tat 6penly,and rothereyrate of dl GoottMen, 


to Prophanc cheName andRelgion-into which hewas 


' baptized! Go but into 'Tarkey, "and find out, if you 


can, that Audacious Infidel that dares'ſo much as 
ſpeak one Contempttble -word-againſt his Prophet 
Mahomet : And if he has ſo great a Veneration for 
his Prophet, and that a falſe one too, how -Hainous 
is it for-Chriſtians to Prophane that” Name mto-which - 
they were baptized, and to ain 'open Rebellion 
and Hoſtility againft that 'God that made-them, and 
his Son- Jefus Chriſt, thatis fure to Judg them, and 
ſoto ſave,. or to damn them for cver. 
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Conſidering the Atheiſm,Immorality and Prophaner 
neſs of this preſent age,. we are as much-engaged by 
our Baptiſmal Vow to defend the Divinity, Goſpel, 
and Honour. .of our Lord and Saviour. Jeſus Chriſt, 
againſt the. Inſults of Atheiſtical. and Ungodly 
Wretches, as the Primitive Chriſtians were by Vir- 
tue of the ſame Obligation, to oppaſe the Infidel 
Jews, and the Heathen World, and indeed much 
more; in that the Scandal is not given by Jews and 
Heathens, his-profeſſed Enemies, but by Domeſticks, 
and ſuch as were liſted under his Banner. Thoſe 
that have any Cordial and Sincere Love for the Lord 
Jeſus, muſt certainly. maintain his Honour and de- 
fend his cauſe againſt his more Dangerous Enemies 
of his own Houſhold. | 


Second Obligation - for -our JoinelE ndeavours to . 
ſuppreſs Vice and Prophaneneſs, is from the conſi- 
deration of that Oppoſition Virtue and Piety meet _ 
with from the bold Oppoſer of them... _ 

. Conſidering the preſent State. of -the. World, 
wherein can a Chriſtian, ſhew more bravery. and do-. 
more Honour toGad,his Country, his Neighbour and 
himſelf,then by aſſuming thatCourage which isNeceſ- 
{ary and requiſite toſtem that Torrent of Wickedneſs 
which has met. with no Oppolitionfor ſo long a time ? 
What then have we to. do,. but. to take ſuch Juſt, 
Innocent, and withall fuch Prudent Methods as may - 
depreſs that Comman.Prophaneneſs, which only gets 

. credit by our Silence., What! ſhall not we have the 
courage to doas much for God and Religion, as leud. 
and Profligate Wretches dare to do againſt them ? 


Sb, 
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6 7-7 
S7 dura  fronte ſunt, durato & iu & contra tuam ;, nilStBenerd 
tam durum quod duriorinon cedat , Tho Impudence for _— 
a time, ſteel Wicked 'Men with a Spirit. of Oppoſitt L. 4to. 
on, yet like painted beauty on the Face, it dyes, and 
meltsaway, whena Courage enflamed with Divine 

Sparks from Heaven Darts upon it , Thus if we but 

take to us a Reſolution and Courage to repel thoſe 
ſeemingly brave, in the worſt of cauſes; their beſt 

and ſtrongeſt efforts will be but as the Morning 


The Hiſtorian gives a very Solid Reaſon why 4- 
lexander the great conquer'd 4fra in ſo few Years, 
Quia primus auſus eſt VaneContemnere, He was *P0- 
litick as, well as brave, and by enquiring into the 
Weakneſs of the Perfan Monarchy, ſaw as well as - 
fqught his way to aneaſy conqueſt, ſo if we, with | 
the ſame Circumſpection, enquire into the Strength, 
and efforts of the Devils Empire, we ſhall find more . 
of ſhew and Pageantry than of Real Oppoſition. 

Shall not then the Teſtimony of a Good Conlſci- 
ence, the Afiſtances of Heaven, and the - Honour - 
of God, (far Nobler motives than Wicked Men can 
pretend. to forany thing they doj-and conducive of 
all the good both of this World and the next, ftir 
us up to reſiſt thoſe Vices, not only a diſgrace to our - 
Heavenly Profeſſion, but likewiſe our Human Na-. 
ture f. 

What a Horrjd thing it is to fee Men commit their 
Bnumerous Crimes in the very face of thoſe Laws 
that are made to reſtrajyx them, and Corre& them, . 
as it were on'purpoſe to brow-beat all ſort of. Pie» 
ty. and goodneſs, and to hiſs them off the Stage 4 
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the Wor! 'd: Who in'the Words of the Plalmiſt Ix . 
4 have aid, With, our 7, apgyes. will we, prevail, our 
Lips are :qur own, who is Lord over us ? Tf qut Cou- 
rage fail us now 11 ſo-Critical a Moment, when Sin 
and Wicked Men are ſo Rampagt, as to- ſtrive for 
the-Maſtry , How muſt it needs fail us when we ſhall 
appear << theTribunal of that God,whoſe; Holineſs 
we ſuffer tobe thus diſhanoured,and whoſe Righteous 
Cauſe we let fall. andPeriſhmeerly throughCowardize, . 
tor wantof a. Chriſtian Magnaminity and.Zeal'? .Buz 
phoſoever ſpall. be aſhamed of .nwe and my words, faith 
our Saviour, iz ths Adulterotts, and Sinful Generation, 
of bim alſo (bal the $0n of Man be aſhamed when he 
cometh in the Glory .of his Father with his Holy An- 


Tisknown full well, andthattothe juſt praiſe, and 
Glory-0ithis Nation, That noProteſtant State,or Coun 
try,has-with greaterPrudence,Zeal andLea ening,with- 
{tged and. diſappointed the Afſaults of, Popery, ever 


Hance. the beginning of theReformation, than it has 


done ,- and why not the ſame Zeal, .Contrivance, 


and Study to ſuppreſs. the Dangeroys attempts of 


Viceand Wicked Men ? Is notthe Devil.as Formida- 
bis an Enemy .as the. Pope .? Is-not Irreligion and 


Atheiſm as Deſtructive as Superſtition? ?. Is not a 


Prophane Debauchee as great an Enemy to his 


-Country as a Jeſuit? And now, was a Plot levelled . 
Againſt the State, and a Jeſuit at the.battom of it, 


every Man. that has a Love for his. Country would- 
think himſelf obliged to.diſcover.it,. and A parties 


<ongerned*in,it. 


as 
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And now why-not the ſame Zeal and concern to 
ſuppreſs Irreligion and Prophanenels,: and to detect 
the leud Afſertors/ of it ? Thoſe of themſelves (if 
not timely ſuppreſſed) without the help of either 
Pope or \Jeſuit will deſtroy us, and are bringing 
down thoſe National Judgments which a haſty and 
ſpeedy Reformation can only-prevent. 


Secondly, Since it isa Duty ſo Neceſſary to ſtand 
up,in the defence of Piety'and Virtue, ?Tis Necefla« 
ry, yea very, neceſſary, that this Grand Aﬀeair be 
managed with ſuch Caution and Simplicity that no. 
Objections may juſtly be levelled neither againſt the 


Managers nor the thing it ſelf, That your Moderati- 


on as,well as Zeal.may be known nnto all Men , 
That we diſtinguiſh between Single Acts, and a Ha- 
"Ut of -Sin, .and ſo treat the . Offenders accordingly ; 
That. we haye Compaſſion on ſome, making a di e- 
rence; fI;know a Man'to be a Common Drunkard, 
Prophane: Swearer and the like, that laughs at. re- 
proof, and is ſteel'd in his Wickedaeſs, this Man 


is the. Obje& of. Severity and Juſtice, and to have 


| pitty,for ſuch a Wretch,. is to deltroy his Soul, un- 


leſs it be to pitty his folly ; But if a. Man deſigns 
not £0 affront God nor Scandalize Religion, and K 
through Paſflangor- Inadvertancy. does or Aith tha 
(which-if- 


ecuted; would bring him under A | 


laſh of the Law) Lthink to. proceed againſt .him. is , 


unkind,yer yes if the Opinion of the Apoſtle 
{LY wry. Leerale in a fait, reſtore 
© eſs, coofudering thy . 


Firſt, 


Gal, 6, Is 
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Firf, Then, the Reformer ought to be a Man of 
Temper and Moderation, Our Zeal muſt not eat up 
our Charity. To puniſh and vex his Neighbour 
is not the defign-of the Reformer , neither does God, 
or Religion require it, but where Sinners are become 
Obdurate and Incorrigible. 
Take therefore for this purpoſe ſuch excellent Ex- 
amples as Holy Scripture furniſh us with. | 


Fir/t, Of God himſelf in his Puniſhment of S#- 
dom, who goes wiſely and flowly to Work , He 
ſpeaks after the Manner of Men, as if he would in- , 
form himſelf throughly, if their Wickedneſs was as 
great as the Report of it , Becauſe their Sin is very 
Grievous, I will go diwn now and ſee whether they 
have done altogether according to the Cry of it , 
as if he had faid, afterthe Manner'of Men ; I will be 
Wary and Cautious in my dealings with Sodom and 
Gomorreh,, Tho' I hear ſuch Vile and Abominable 
things of them, yet all is not true that 1s reported , 
Perhaps ſome may have taken a Prejudice againſt 
theſe Cities, and repreſented the Caſe far worſe then 
it is, and therefore for my better information, I 
will go down and ſee if all be true that I hear. 

Thus from the Divine Bentgnity ſpeaking after 
the Manner of Men, thoſe that are in Authority are 
taught Caution and Circumſpe&ion, not to Judpe 
rathly, nor to take every haſty Information, but to _ 
enquire into the matter, and be ily informed 
that the evidence begood and dear before they pro- 
ceed to execute the Laws > And from Gods dealin 
with theſe Cities we may learn; both"People 

_ Ma- 
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gs: 7. 
"Magiſtrates, how to deal with Offenders :' God ad- 
mits Abraham to be. their Advocate, who ſo got 
ground on the Almighty that had there but been found 
Ten Righteous Perſons. in Sedom, It, and the Cities of 
the. Plains had - ne'er been - turn'd into Flames, 
and Sulphur : If 1t be; poſſible by fair means to Re- 
claim;an Offender, we ought never to proceed to Ri- 


'gour, But when Juſtice is tyred out, and Chriſtian 


and Neighbourly - Admonitzons cannot have their 
"wiſhed forEffeQs,then *tis highlyNeceCary that Juſtice 
ſhould take place, that others may learn and fear, and 
-dono more ſo wickedly. 


In the Second Place, the Nature and Deſign of the 
Goſpel leads us f hat we endeavour, 
firſt totry Methods of Benignity and Mudaeſs , Thus 
we find St.. James Reprehending the Swearers, He 
does not} uſe \Comminations, nor threatning, but 


that ſoft Compellation, My Bretbren.: But above all 15: tte 


things, my: Brethren ſwear not, neither by Heaven, 
weither by the Earth, neither by any other Oath, but 


det your yea be yea, and nay nay, lesſft ye fall into Con- 


demation , And- again, the Apoſtle dehorting the ;coc:3.:. 


Corinthians from uncleanels of Mind and Body, uſeth 
that endearing expreſſion, Dearly beloved, let ws 
cleanſe our ſelves from all Filthineſs of Fit ſb and Spirit, 
and perfefting holineſs inthe Fear of God, 

And now to ſhew you how Effectual ſuch Me- 
thods- may prove for the Reclaimingofa Debauched 


-andProfligate Mind, I ſhall cniertain you with that 


well known ftory in Esſeb:zs, with fome Reflections 
:QI- It to 0UT 


He 


purpole, 


Buſeb. Ec-: - He tells us that by oe the Apoltle-in his Vitirat-: 
ceL ag -on of the Churches Mear about Epheſus, chanced toi 


17s. 
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"-fix his Eye.upon a certain Youth, whoſe rare Com- 
plexion and Dexterity of parts, were Probaþle Indica. 
tions, - that for time to come he might prove an Ex- 
cellent and Uſeful Perſon . . (UponR-which he Recom- 
mended him to the-Care of the” Bithop of the place, 
who ſpared no: pains for his Improvement ;. But .it, 
proves: his Misfortune (as-it often happens. to other. 
Young Men) to fall into-bad 'Company, no better 
than Thieves and cut Throats; of whish; Troop they: 
made him Captain , Some- time after-'St;.Joha. re; 
turns that way, and "demands the Youngſter at the 
hands of the Biſhop; who in Tears, tells himall-that 
had happen'd : Upon which the-Apged Apoſtle goes 
in queſt of him; and finds- him. amongſt -his leud 
Comrades, with whom he committed his Roberys: 
But no ſogner did he fix his Eye upon the Grave As 
poſtle, but his heart fails him, and in:a Cowardly 
and Deje&ted manner makes .the- beſt of his way 
from rh Good Old Man, who. overtakes him, .and 
fo effetually convinced him of his folly, .that-in the 
words of the Hiſtorian, he was Rebaptized-in his own 


Tears, and never returned to the Commiſſion of his 


former Extravagancies,- but was forever after as fig- 


\ nal for his Reformation as he had been for his former 


Tranſgreflion ; In which Relation,. 


Firft, We gather, ike kind and Gentle: Methods 
have proved > Effeual ſor the* Reformation' of / a 
Debauched and Profligate- Youth';' Where there is 
ingenuity and (500d Natuxe it opght to be worked 

r UPON, 


and managed by t 6 mild} Courſes, asthe * 
Younger bby the Ago Apatte hitietog” 


Ns We learn how eaſily. Fr = Perſon i is 
fide -of Virtue, when he is ay. 

f ch tos that Endeavour to Rec 
ue Lore: to his Soul, 


; they. think it. os eſt 
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Applications of Humanity as well as Juſtice. 
It behoves us cheifly inall our Endegyours and Me-* 
thods to Reclaim'our Erring Brethren, to be exceed- 
ing tender of Reputation, elſe it looks like Malice, 
and a defign to Lord it over them, and to. juſtifie our 
our ſelyes, by a Specious pretence Inns 
their Miſcarriages , In this caſe'T ſhall dire&yont 
the Magiſtrate; as our Saviour: do's'to the Au hoxit 
of the Church : 7f thy Brother "offend..go. as 
him his fault betwixt thee and hin na a 
ſhall hear thee, then thou haſt gall thy E 
And thefi II(pray what need is there of 0 
fault, and Informing the Magiſtrate? But if-he 
not hear thee, Viet his Credit and Reputation may 
not be. ublickly blazoryd,; -get two or three ſober 


_ and we | delight Neighbours to joyn- es n 


adviſing and reproving him : But 'if he : 
wards perſiſt in his Wickedneſs; and in'conitem 
only of thy Brotherly kindneſs to him, but lik $5 viſe 
in oppoſition to the Laws both of God and Man; To 
ſparehim not, but inform againſt him ; Let the'Law 
take its courſe. and let*him be* puniſhed here, "as 
his Soul-may be'Saved in the dayof the Lord; 
The Methods of kindneſs are not fo be; nifed a 
ways, and when after ſeveral 'tenders of then they 
pos ineffectual, we may t en- conclude thift' Per- 
Tons fo reproved, are given up'to aReprobate- 
and there is room made for Legal Pena 
flictions ; And indeed tho there be -Severity- u 
to ſuch Profligates as Mercy and Forbeirarice-car 


(35.9 

-neſsand pittyſhewed to Poſterity, many whoarenow 
Ghildren, ſeemg the Examplary Puniſhment of 'Pro- 

phane and , Incorri gible, Wretches,. may ere 
© np ths Commilſion of thoſe oy. for which they, 
them-ſuffer, and ſhew/a good Example t to their, Poſte= 
rity,: and ſo fin as well as Puniſhment, in proceſs of 
time, will be out of date, and duty. become } atural 
a 


T9905, yl conclude mean ans: te. for. 
_ becauſe 1 | 


5 cabs But in. my Ps C 

lgment, theſe-are the. beſt. SIE _ 

firſt Efſays-to a Reformation ; heb vs ſhall 
eſerve that-Neighbourly Loyeand Concord, which 
ewile; would. Sour us.into hatred, and eftrang | 
"Nei ſhoe: to, his Erend, it Violent, and. haſty. 
arſes.find. En ment before theſe $7 u 
Goes. the Reformer to. be,a 
a AGES to;. others; and 
ciple..of SINETHY + and a 
ie pariy offending may. be. 
wail intentions proceed trot 
hearty deſire of his Cony erſion. ; 
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arTiages $ of his Neighbour, and ſo diſturb him 
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Firft. If things be managed conſcienciouſly and 
wiſely, I know no means more effectual to unite us 
all in one Communion , The old obje&tion againſt 
the Church of England, too much a Friend, too near- 
ly Related to Rowe, that any Zealous and Conſcien- 
cious Proteſtant ſhould hold Communion with her, 
has now loſt its ſting and venome : Witneſs the brave 
Efforts made in the late Reign by the Divines of the 

Church of Exglaxd, againſt the Antichriſtian Inte- 
reſt ; Theſe were the bold Aflertors of the 'Pro- 
teftant cauſe, and that _came in to the help of the 
Lord againſt the mighty, when there were thoughts 
of heart for the diviſions of Rervten , Witneſs that 
Nubes Teftium of Men now living, and of books that 
will never dye, but are the Eternal Monuments of 
their Piety and Learning, as well as of. their Zeal 


and Courage in the day of battle. 


What,now can enter into the heart of Man to 
object ? Why, Perhaps © Churchmen are not ſo 
Zealous for Religion (in their Endeavours for ſup- 
preſſing Vice and Prophaneſs as ſome others, 
But now if ' we be as aftive as others in the work 
of Reformation; -as;.indeed ug ought (not only in 
the account of or Baptiifhal Covenant, 'but as 
we are the. only Church by:Law Eſtabliſhed) and 
therefore may preſume to ' greater Authorjty- on 
this Work then others can , It thus I fay we be- 
have our :ſelves, then the Edge of this Obje&on 
is taken of :' And my Charity leads me to hope, 
that the defign of thoſe well 'diſpogd. Difſenters 
who joyn with .Churchmen.in this good work, is. 

I +, to. 
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to remove this and all other Obje&zons, that we 
may all ſtand faſt with one Spirit and one Mind, 


ſtriving together for the faith of the Goſpel. 


1 Sam. 2. 


Secondly, This Work, if well managed, will enti- 
tle us to the blefling and Favour of Almighty God, 
and fo *twill hide and cover the Multitude of our 
National Sins: They that honour me, I will honour, 
are his own words : And ſhould we Sacrifice whole 
Hecatombs of Fat Oxen and Sheep, Nay, the 


Fruit of - our Body, our firſt born, *twould not be 


ſo acceptable a Sacrifice as that of ſupprefling all 
fort of Immorality and Prophanefs, which only can 


 diſhonour God, and which only can incenſe him 


againſt us : Let us but clear our Towns and Cities 
ot all forts of Leudneſs and Debauchery, and 


then we need not fear any leading into Captivity, 


nor Complaining in our Streets , This is what his 
Gracious Majeſty in his Proclamation, particularly in 
his late Speech to his Parliament, has Recom- 


mended to their care ,*and .may God proſper all 


their Pious Endeavours to that end, that the Peace 
we now enjoy may be built on a laſting Foundati- 
on, and that we being deliver'd from the hands 
of* our Enemies, may ſerve God without Fear, in 
Holinefs and Righteouſnefs before him all the days 


of our Life. 


Thirdly, *Tis an a& of the greateſt Charity to the 
Souls of Men to Endeavour their Reformation , 
Fle that converteth his Brother from the Errour of 
his, Ways ſball {ave a Soul from Death: A good Max 

| | (fatth 


: ages 
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(faith Solomon) is Merciful to his Beaſt; and he is 
worſe than a Beaft who is not Mercful to his Brother, 
{ eſpecially in the concerns of his Soul) What an 
Heroick a& is that thou haſt done when thy Brother, 
next to the Blood, and Sufferings of his Saviour, 
ſhall impute his Salvation to thy Charitable En- 
deavours for his Refermation ?! Tho the Righteous 
fmite him now, it will then be a kindneſs, and 
tho? he now reprove him, it ſhall be an excellent 
Oyl which ſhall not break his head , It matters 
not what means were taken tor. his Converſion, 
he is fure to be for ever thankful : And if fo be 
that - the Church Triumphant put up Prayers 
in Heaven for their Friends on Earth, thou art 
fure of a'Friend who will intermix his Halelujahs * 
with earneſt aud hearty Prayers, that thou mayeft 
partake of that bliſs which he enjoyeth with fo 
much Delight and Complacency : But 1t there be 
no ſuch thing, we have a ſure word of Promile, 
That they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of 
the Firmament, and they that turn many to Righte- 
o8ſneſs as the Stars for ever and ever, Dan. 12. 3. 


Since then this is ſo Glorious, fo Beneficial a 
Work both for the Temporal and Spiritual  Inte- 
reſts of Men : That if wiſely and ſpeedily applyed, 
we may cover a_Multitude of National Sins, and 
ſave our Neighbours, our ſelves and Poſterity too 
from Deſtruction , Let every Man with .4ron take 
his Cenſer in his hand, to make attonement for 
this Sinful Nation, and divert the Execution of 
that wrath, which is gone out from the Lord on 

pur- 


> 
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purpoſe to deſtroy us if we perſiſt in our fins. And 
let us make ſure that our Aflociating for this purpoſe, 
have no other aim nor deſign than the Glory of 
God, and the Good and Beneht of our Neighbours, 
It this Councel, or this Work, be of Men, it will 
come to naught or if it be only the Effe&. of Spi- 
ritual Pride or Hypocriſy , ;If it be the Councel 
and Work of buſy: Bodies and Factious Spirits, 
time will ſhew it in its Proper Colours : But if 
it be of God, z. e. out of a fincere delign to pro- 
mote- Piety towards him. and Charity towards 
Men, then it is likely to thrive and proſper , 
And tho' it may feem Ridiculous, and be- the Sub-+ 
je&t of ſome Men's Scoffs,;. as David was to Michal, 
when he Danced before the Ark, yet the fame 
Anſwer will ſerve for them as djd for her, /t s 
before the Lord, and tberefore we will be more Vile 


than thus, 3 SAM. 6. 22. 


To conclude , That this great Work may have 
its deſired Effets, and Profper. above all things, 
we muſt ſeek to God- for his Diviue Aid and 
Aſfſtance , In Imitation of St. Pax/ who (tho a 
choſen Veile! to bear Gods Name betor- the Gentiles) 
and a Man of great Learning, Parts and Natural 
Courage, yet he was ſo far from pre{uming on his 
own Abilitys, That he deſired the Prayers of the 
Epheſians, Eph. 6. 19, 20. Pray for me that utte- 
rance may be given me, that I may open my Mouth: 
boldly to make known the - Mifteries of the Goſpel. 


"hat: 
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Thus .in Imitation of that great Apoſtle, we 
muſt have an Eye to the Prayers of the Church; 
That it would pleaſe God to blets and keep the 
Magiſtrates , . giving them Grace to execute 
Juſtice aud maintain truth, and to gjve us all an 
heart to love and dread him, and to bring into 
the way of truth all ſuck awhave erred and are 
deceived, Then in the Mercics of the moſt High, 
we ſhall not miſcarry in this Holy and Generous 
Deſign for the Reformation, and ſhall foon ſtem 
the Encroaching Tide of Immorality and Prophane- 
neſs, In a ſhort time the World will become 
much better, and Wicked Men, being aſhamed of 
their 'Vices, ſhall caſt their darling Idols to the 
Moles and to the Barts. 


Nothing: more certain then that Men who are 
reſolved to perſiſt in their Evil Courſes, will ne- 
ver Favour nor ſpeak well of this Pious under. 
taking.; Neither indeed. can. this be expected, for 
what Concord hath Chriſt with Belia/ ? But what 
then? Is it not a Righteous Cauſe, the Cauſe of 
God ? Therefore fear not, nor be diſmayed , be 
ſtrong and of a Good Courage in this Juſt and 
Important Warfare, and give : God the Glory of 
all your Conqueſts, and in the day when Criſt. 
comes in the Glory of his Father to Judge the 
World, peculiar Coronets are prepar'd for fuch 
Eminent Saints that with Boldneſs and Courage 
afſerted his Cauſe in an Adulterous and Sinful 
Generation , For he that confeſſeth me before Men , 


him will 1 confeſs - before my Father which is in 
w—_— 2 ET 
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Heaven, i. e. 1 will certainly receive and juſtifie 
that man in the preſence of my Father, Saints 
and Angels, who in a leud and perverſe age ſet 
himſelf againſt the Wickedneſs of it, and aſſerted 
my cauſe againſt my Enemies with Sincerity and 
Boldneſs , But he that denies me before Men, of 
him, will the Son of Man be aſhamed when he 
comes in the Glory of his Father with the Heo- 
ly Angels, 4. e. It any for fear, or Pleaſure, or 
Profit thall forſake-me and my cauſe, him will I 
reje&t and Scorn in that day of trouble, when he 
wall ſtand moſt ; in need ofmy Support and Aſtſtance. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and: God 
the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour aud Glory , Doni- 
ion and Might, \ Majeſty and Poier a ited this 

day, henceforth and for ever more, Amen. 


